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July 2U, 1989 



To: 

rrom : 



Peter Ruess 
John Dixon 



You requested advice on tne FUI request about Afghanistan from 
Steven Gaister. (He gave his home address. He's associated witn 
tne National Security Archive.) 
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erials from tne "Uffice of tne Director of Private 
tees." This is Louise Wheeler's office. I have had 
ace with that office. We assisted Variety 
feline of Variety Clubs international in setting 
snip with tne Interagency Committee on Migration 
rely wounded Afghan children to America for 
also assisted tne President and Ms. Reagan make a 
their concern aoout war wounded Afghan children 
t the annual fund raising dinner of Variety Cluos 
at the Waldorf Astoria. Tnese events took piace 



i. International Visitor Grants for Hfgnans were rare in tne 
early 1980's. A few Afghan refugees may have come in tne 
Pakistan program during tnat period. Tne Afgnanistan program 
resumed in 1987. Since then probaoly 50 Afghans have come to 
the states under tne regular part of this program. In addition, 
in bctn 1987 and 1988, the Voluntary Visitor Program assisted 
the visit of cop level Afgnan Resistance leaaers to Wasnington. 
Probably 2U grantees were involved in these visits. 



3. Gaister also requests memoranda and report 
Dy the Interagency Working Group on Afghanist 
relating to US government efforts to maximize 
the Afghan war and publicity for the Reistanc 
met fortnightly throughout 1987 and up until 
all, it should be pointed out that this was a 
Meeting, cnaired dy a State Department office 
State Department. The Department (NtA/PAB) pr 
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attending the meetings in May 1987 and was a 
attendee until they were discontinued. Most o 
from, for and by the meeting were oral. A sea 
nave to be made of our NLA files and tnose of 
see if my memory is correct. Something might 
remember ever writing a report for that purpo 
mentions in his request that he is expecially 
"Puolic Tnemes on Afgnanistan". Ms I recall, 
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drafted by the Department to send to all posts aDroad. we (P/G) 

then turned them into talking points for our PMO's around the 

world. The State caDles were classified; ours, as far as 1 can 
recall, were not. 



Off hand, 1 see notning tnat would violate security or privacy 
in releasing any of the information menitoned above on these 
subjects. 



